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Letter from the Director, 

This annual report highlights the importance of the relationships that have been developed and or 

strengthened in 2019. In working together, we can attain a common goal of ensuring that we are 

capable of immediately mobilizing and coordinating the operations of available local resources in an 

emergency, thus minimizing the loss of life and property.  
 
As I look back on the past year, I am reminded that the more things change, the more they remain the 

ǎŀƳŜΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ tŀǳƭ 5ǳǇǳƛǎ ǿƘƻ 

retired after 31 years of service to the citizens of St. Louis County. Additionally, we have added several 

new staff members who are determined to continue to provide the citizens of St. Louis County the best 

and most professional emergency management agency possible. 
 
We had only one weather related activation of the EOC this year. While there was only one event, the 

ramifications from the June flooding spread throughout the county and continue today as many of our 

friends and neighbors are still recovering from that event. It is a reminder that long after a disaster 

fades from the headlines those affected must still deal with the physical, economic and psychological 

damage they caused. 
 
As always, I encourage you to become more involved in the preparedness of your community by 

attending Community Emergency Response Team Training (CERT), Skywarn courses or a Citizens Police 

Academy.  Taking ownership in your safety, the safety of your family and neighbors will minimize the 

ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊΦ  /ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ 

ensuring your family is safe.   
 
I will close by saying it has been an honor to be the Emergency Management Director of St. Louis county 

for the last 5+ years. I will be taking my retirement, effective February 1, 2020 knowing I leave the OEM 

in the hands of dedicated professionals who will continue to make St. Louis County the most prepared 

county in the nation. 

 

 

             Mark Diedrich, Director 

            Office of Emergency Management 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

4 

 

 
 

St. Louis County was settled by French Colonists in the late 1700s, before switching to U.S. rule 

following the Louisiana Purchase. In 1804 the first governing body of St. Louis County was 

established. Up until 1812 St. Louis County was called the District of St. Louis but it was renamed St. 

[ƻǳƛǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǊŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ 

 

With just under a million people, St. Louis County is the most populated county in the state of 

Missouri. It encompasses 524 square miles and is bounded by the City of St. Louis and the Mississippi 

River to the east, the Missouri River to the north and the Meramec River to the south. Within St. 

Louis County there are: 

 

88 Municipalities 12 colleges and universities 

51 Full Time Police Departments 1 international airport 

23 Fire Protection Districts 1 regional airport 

20 Municipal Fire Departments 1 municipal airport 

21 hospitals including rehabilitation and psychiatric care 
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Staff Additions 

 

We added two new members to the staff this year. Both were hired on as Emergency Management 

Specialists.  
 

 

 

Ann Vastmans joined the staff in September. !ƴƴΩǎ focus will be public 

information, community outreach and school safety. She has been with the St. 

Louis County Police Department since December of 2013 as a Public Safety 

Dispatcher in the Bureau of Communications.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anela Krijestorac joined the staff in December. !ƴŜƭŀΩǎ duties as a Planner will 

include assisting our community partners with emergency operations planning 

and school safety. She joined the St. Louis County Police Department in August 

of 2014 as a Public Safety Dispatcher in the Bureau of Communications. 
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Staff Departures 

 

 

As mentioned in the letter from the Director, our Deputy Director Paul 

Dupuis retired this year after 31 years of service. Mr. Dupuis got his start 

with St. Louis County Police Department, like many of us, in the Bureau of 

Communications as a Public Safety Dispatcher. He then moved to the First 

Precinct to take on the role of Police Aide. Most of his career however was 

spent here, in the Office of Emergency Management, starting as a Planner 

and working his way up to Deputy Director. 

 

 

 

Tracy Panus returned to a commissioned position. With thirteen years of 

previous law enforcement experience, she felt it was time to put the 

uniform back on. She now serves as the St. Louis County Police 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ tǳōƭƛŎ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ hŦŦicer so keep an eye out 

for her on tv.  

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Collett left the office to pursue a different emergency 

management career path. She had joined the Office of Emergency 

Management first as an intern in 2016 before being hired on as an 

Emergency Management Specialist in 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

Edwin Menzenwerth retired after a long and successful career with the St. 

Louis County Police Department. He served as a Police Officer in several of 

the precincts and was assigned to Crimes Against Persons as a Detective for 

several years. He also worked in Planning & Analysis and Personnel Services 

before joining the Office of Emergency Management as the National 

Incident Management System (NIMS) Coordinator. 
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Promotions 

 

 

 

Michele Ryan came to the Office of Emergency Management in 2015. She 

has been with the St. Louis County Police Department since 2000 and 

worked in both the Sex Offender Unit and the Vehicle and Supply Unit. She 

served as the Logistics Specialist for four years before being promoted this 

year to Deputy Director. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt Gabrian has been with the St. Louis County Police Department for 

fourteen years with the last four years being here at the Office of 

Emergency Management. He first joined the staff as an Emergency 

Management Specialist before being promoted to Communications 

Coordinator, a position he held for the last year and a half before being 

promoted this year to Logistics Specialist. 
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Professional Development and Training 

 

In order to stay up to date with the ever-evolving world of emergency preparedness, our staff attends 

and participates in training and exercises throughout the year. The following is a comprehensive list 

of the courses and exercises that members of our staff participated in in 2019. 

 

¶ FEMA L101: Foundations of Emergency Management 

¶ St. Louis County Spirit Airport Tabletop Exercise 

¶ AWR326 ς Tornado Awareness Course 

¶ AWR 362 Flooding Hazards Course 

¶ AWR 356 Community Planning Disaster Recovery Course 

¶ AWR 331 Winter Weather Hazards and Science Course 

¶ G393 Mitigation for Emergency Managers Course 

¶ MGT 347 Incident Command Systems (ICS) Forms Review Course 

¶ Region C Incident Support Team ς Western Shelter Drill 

¶ Complex Coordinated Terrorist Attacks Course 

¶ CERT Train the Trainer 

¶ Star Spangled Freight! SNS Full Scale Exercise 

¶ All Hazards Finance and Admin Section Chief Course 

¶ POST Instructor License Course 

¶ Incident Management System (MIMS) Kick-off 

¶ Salamander User Group  

¶ Rockwood Crisis Workshop 

¶ SEMA Repatriation Full Scale Exercise 

¶ Multi Assault Counter Terrorism Action Capabilities (MACTAC) Tabletop Exercises 

¶ G449 Incident Command System (ICS) Train the Trainer Course 

¶ Pipeline Association of Missouri Tabletop Exercise 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to these courses, members of our staff also attended the AHIMTA (All-Hazards Incident 

Management Team Association) conference that was held in downtown St. Louis in December. Here 

they attended several workshops and classes related to incident management and learned how 

AHIMTA seeks to promote, support and enhance the profession of incident management by 

establishing standards and promoting the cooperation of federal, state, local and tribal agencies, non-

governmental organizations and the private sector in all phases of incident management. 
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Multi -Year Training and Exercise Program (MYTEP) 

 

While collecting After Action Report (AAR) data related to the Meramec River Flooding in 2015 and 

2017 an area for further enhancement of education and training for personnel who respond to the 

Emergency Operations Center (EOC) was discovered. Basic concepts of the National Incident 

Management System/Incident Command System (NIMS/ICS) were lacking. As a response the St. Louis 

County Police Department Office of Emergency Management Multi-Year Training and Exercise 

Program was implemented.  

 

The MYTEP focuses on development, improvement and maintenance of the preparedness and 

response capabilities of the organization and those who provide support to the EOC. Those 

capabilities are required to facilitate an effective response to all hazards faced in St. Louis County. In 

addition, it defines the training and exercise opportunities to increase preparedness knowledge for 

EOC responders across all phases of government and emergency management. 

 

To ensure that the personnel providing support and responding to the EOC have the needed 

knowledge and capabilities, the OEM requires personnel to have completed the following courses: 

ü ICS 100.c 

ü ICS 200.b 

ü ICS 300 

ü ICS 700.b 

ü ICS 800.b 

ü IS 2200 

In addition to these courses, they must attend one functional EOC based exercise each year. 
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In support of the MYTEP, the Office of Emergency Management hosted and/or instructed the 

following courses and tabletop exercises at the Emergency Operations Center within the last year. 

 

¶ Three ICS 300 Courses  

¶ Two ICS 400 Courses  

¶ Three ICS 100/700 for Dispatchers 

¶ Two HAZMAT for Dispatchers Training Courses 

¶ Two Weapons of Mass Destruction for Dispatchers 

¶ Skywarn Training 

¶ Pet Disaster Trailer Tabletop Exercise 

¶ Two Humane Society of Missouri MoDASH Courses 

¶ Chaplains CISM Training 

¶ Three Police Recruits Classes (Homeland Security) 

¶ St. Louis Community College ς Wildwood Campus ς Severe Weather Tabletop Exercise 

¶ AWR 326 Tornado Awareness Course 

¶ AWR 362 Flooding Hazards Course 

¶ AWR 356 Community Planning Disaster Recovery Course 

¶ AWR 331 Winter Weather Hazards and Science Course 

¶ MGT 347 Incident Command Systems (ICS) Forms Review Course 

¶ Complex Coordinated Terrorist Attacks (CCTA) Fusion Center Tabletop Exercise 

¶ Region C Incident Support Team ς Western Shelter Drill 

¶ Twelve Multi Assault Counter Terrorism Action Capabilities (MACTAC) Tabletop Exercises 
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Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1986, the federal government required each state to establish a State Emergency Response 

Commission, which in turn established Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPCs) within the 

states. 

 

¢ƘŜ [9t/Ωǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 

involving hazardous materials. It also serves as the liaison between citizens, industry and government 

in emergency planning and preparedness for the community. Each year the LEPC collects reports on 

the identity and location of hazardous material within St. Louis County area, which are available to 

the public upon request when it is not detrimental to public safety. 

 

By Ordinance the Director of the Office of Emergency Management serves as the LEPC Chairman. The 

Chairman then appoints the LEPC Coordinator and LEPC Assistant Coordinator. The LEPC is also 

required to involve representatives from the following groups: 

 

Elected State and Local Officials Law Enforcement 

Fire Department Civil Defense/Emergency Management 

First Aid/EMS Health 

Local Environment Agencies Local Transportation Agencies 

Hospitals Media 

Community Groups Interested Citizens 

Representatives of Facilities subject to the requirements  

 

 




